Highland Environment Forum newsletter      13 January 2023
Dear Highland Environment Forum members,
Winter #DoNothingForNature from Butterfly Conservation seems like a grand way to begin the new year! But if you'd like to do something there's ....
a survey to complete
Dornoch Environmental Enhancement Project (DEEP) would like you to complete a survey on what you think of the oyster restoration in the Dorrnoch Firth, and give thoughts on future plans for large scale oyster reintroduction.
 . . . an offer to make
West of Scotland Herring Hunt would like to deploy small hydrophones during Feb and March to record sounds as an indication of the species' presence across the west coast - areas include: Arran, Skye, Loch Hourn, Sound of Mull, Gairloch and Applecross, and the researchers would like to work with any creelers who might be willing to have a hydrophone. For more info contact Karen or Michelle at - K.Diele@napier.ac.uk or M.Frost2@napier.ac.uk.
News
· Highs and lows at NatureScot’s coastal nature reserves in 2022
Research
· Estimates of humpback and minke whale entanglements in the Scottish static pot (creel) fishery 

· High summer temperatures are associated with poorer performance of underyearling Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar) in upland streams
· Delayed river plans provide slender hope for England’s poisoned waterways (Not Highland - but shocking)
Blog
· NBN, Better Biodiversity Data Project (and see jobs listings)
· The mountain birch project, Scottish Rewilding Alliance
· Capercaillie Project Grant Scheme concludes with more capercaillie-friendly land
Strategy
· Amphibian & Reptile Conservation Strategy to 2030
Jobs
· Highlands and Islands Climate Hub, Senior Development Officer, South West Highlands. Closing date 16 January  

· NBN  Scotland Programme Manager – Better Biodiversity Data. .2-year contract. Closing date 17 January 

· NBN  

 HYPERLINK "https://nbn.org.uk/news/vacancy-partnership-officer-better-biodiversity-data/?fbclid=IwAR3YT7BSNwCzRzJLJyUx9XCdZpujCtwvQWzkOSv4Hjb2tL-yDtDiOgqqXrI" \t "_blank" Partnership Officer – Better Biodiversity Data. 2-year contract. Closing date 17 January 

· RSPB Head of Sustainable Land and Climate Policy (Flexible in UK). Closing date 18 January 

· RSPB Visitor Experience and Events Area Consultant. Closing date 22 Jan 

· Nevis Landscape Partnership Manager. 2-year contract. Closing date 23 January 

· CNPA, Beaver Project Manager. 3-year contract. Closing date 29 January 

· Scottish Wildlife Trust Seasonal Species Protection Officer (x4) @ Loch of the Lowes (time partly paid, partly voluntary). 8-week contract. Closing date 30 January 

· Forestry and Land Scotland Open Habitat Peatlands Officer. 2-year contract. Closing date 31 January
· Forestry and Land Scotland Seasonal Rangers - multiple locations. Closing date 31 January
Events
January
· 12 Jan @19.00 - 20.00 The Wildlife of Assynt's Woodlands, Andy Summers, High Life Highland Ranger 

· 18 Jan @ 12.00, Land @ Lunch - How can you get involved in local land decisions? Scottish Land Commission 

· 19 Jan @ 15.30 - 17.30 Introduction to myForest, Community Woodlands Association 

· 19 Jan Lochaber Environmental Group AGM,  UHI West Highland, Carmichael Way, PH33 6FF. If you'd prefer to attend online email info@lochaberenviro.org.uk for the link. 

· 20 Jan @ 10.00 - 15.00 Forest Health Day, Scottish Forestry 

· 24 Jan @ 19.00 - 20.30 Winter Tree ID webinar  with Dan Puplett
· 25 Jan @ 19.30 Nairn Naturalists Trust, Dragonflies of the Highlands with Jonathon Willet, Nairn Community Centre 

· 25 Jan @ 18.00 Presentation on Marine Protected Areas (MPAs), Sunart Centre, Strontian. Marine Scotland Compliance will give a seminar on different types of fishing vessels, characteristics and fishing methods, as not all types are prohibited in certain MPAs/areas. It will also guide users of the local marine environment what to look out for when they come across a vessel. 
February
· 21 Feb High Life @ 11.00 - 14.00 Highland Ranger Guided walk to the Bone Caves, Inchnadamph

With regards,
Caroline
Caroline Vawdrey  (1.5 days per week)  T. 01381 600243
The Forum is funded by Highland Council and Scottish Forestry, and supported by NatureScot, and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 
To do this the Forum works to:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters
· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice
· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas
· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting
· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues
We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.
www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
